This is a translation-synthesis of the latest communication from Luis Videla, Citizen’s Security Committee of Puerto Viejo
Community Security Information for Puerto Viejo

· Since June 15, 2007 the Chamber of Tourism has been implementing a Community Security initiative to improve security for tourists and citizens of Puerto Viejo

· This initiative was first supported by the Police and then ran into problems, which have now been resolved in a meeting with the Minister of Public Security, Fernando Berrocal and his advisors

· In the meeting the Minister has committed to give the order that the Polilce work with the private guards in an initiative called Strategic Alliance of Mutual Cooperation

We want to remind everyone that after just 15 days of work, the Community Security effort had reduced practically to nothing the occurrence of armed assaults and delinquency, something no one had dreamed of and for which we have to recognize the efforts of the company that was employed.

· We would like to tell the businesses that still do not participate that we need everyone’s support, since we all benefit from this program because it protects our source of income, tourism

· We started with 5 officials patrolling on foot from 8 pm to 5 am, with 2 motorized officials for support

· Unfortunately, we have had to reduce personnel due to lack of resources, because some businesses decided to pay only half of what they had promised
· Because of this lack of commitment of some businesses and because the company didn’t have its papers in order, we interrupted the program since August 16th until we can contract a new company

· If all of the businesses that entered in the initiative would make their payments, we can continue the program: for your information, for the month of August half of the businesses have not paid up

· If the security program is to continue, it is essential that each sector is organized and pays its guard(s)

· Sectors that do not organize and pay will not be protected by the program, which puts everyone at risk since the situation can go back to what it was: assaults and impunity 
We want to emphasize that peace in the community and protection of our income source is the responsibility of all of us and for all of our benefit. If we do not understand this fundamental truth, we deserve to continue living the way we were just a few months ago and have no right to complain. 

